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SECTION 1 - EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  
  
2015 was another great year on the Smith River!  The season passed without any 
extraordinary events or major problems.  All visitors and staff remained safe and a feeling of 
goodwill prevailed.  
 
The winter of 2014-2015 left a lackluster snowpack that peaked at approximately 86% of the 
historical median peak. The poor snowpack was exacerbated by early warm temperatures 
and slightly below average precipitation during the season.  These conditions were the 
reason for the short season that effectively ended the last week of June.  By July 1st, when 
the rangers returned from a patrol float, there was not a single vehicle or camper at Camp 
Baker. 
 
Interest in obtaining a Smith River float permit continued to increase again in 2015.  The 2015 
lottery set another new record with 8,096 permit applicants, a 9.74% increase from 2014.  
Although the season was shortened by low water, permit utilization was about average with 
537 private parties launching.  The number of private floaters was slightly above average at 
3,781 floaters, compared to a twenty year average of 3,494.  The average group size was 
also slightly above average at 7.04 floaters per party, compared to the twenty year average of 
6.49.  Private parties comprised 88% all groups and 86% of all floaters. 
 
The rivers eight commercial outfitters had a relatively slow season.  Outfitters only utilized 36 
launch dates compared to the twenty year average of 46.  The number of outfitted floaters 
was also well below average at 432 compared to the twenty year average of 560.  Outfitted 
parties accounted for 6% of the total groups and 10% of the total floaters. 
 
There were no significant issues with bears this year compared to 2013 and 2014.  There 
were numerous sightings of bears in the corridor, but all displayed natural behavior and did 
not require any management responses other than warning floaters of the locations of recent 
sightings.  Public awareness of the previous year’s bear activity and increased education on 
camping in bear country, seem to have positively affected floater behavior.  Many private 
groups and some outfitters came prepared to comply with the food storage rule that will take 
effect in 2016.  Environmental conditions may have also played a part in reduced bear activity 
due to the very weak berry crops in the river corridor.  Rangers continued to educate the 
floater community about the new food storage rule to take effect in 2016.  Rangers discussed 
the new food storage rule in the pre-float orientation and every party also received a copy of 
the new food storage rule.   
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SECTION 2 - MANAGEMENT ACTIVITIES 

 
Staffing  

Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks R-4 and USFS employees involved with the 2015 Smith River 
State Park & River Corridor program included:  

 Colin Maas – Smith River Manager 

 John Taillie – Region 4 Parks Manager 

 John Metrione – USFS Resource Specialist 

 Nate Kluz – FWP Lead River Ranger 

 John Herrick – FWP River Ranger 

 Colin Cooney – FWP River Ranger 

 Joshua Wagoner – Region 4 Maintenance Supervisor 

 Don Mendenhal – USFS River Ranger 

 Misty Decker – Smith River Reservation Clerk 
 
Numerous other FWP employees from the R-4 and Helena Headquarters office, as well as 
individuals from the Lewis and Clark and Helena National Forests, played a role in a team 
effort to make the Smith River State Park & River Corridor program work successfully.   
 

 
The 2015 Crew! 
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Fee Revenue  
  
The following floater fees (year-round) were approved for the 2015 season by means of the 
Smith River State Park Biennial Rule:  
  

 Permit application fee (residents and non-residents, non-refundable) = $10.00  

 Montana Resident Floaters Age 13+ = $25.00  

 Non-Montana Resident Floaters Age 13+ = $60.00  

 Children Ages 6-12 (Resident or Non-resident) = $15.00  

 Landowner Non-Immediate Family = $7.50 

 Outfitted Float Trip Fee = $200.00 

 Outfitted Staff = $25.00 

 Outfitted Client Floater = $100.00  

 Outfitted Transfer Fee = $250.00  
 
 
Total “floater fee” revenue collected in 2015 was $155,065.  Floater fees revenues decreased 
by $37,740 as compared to 2014 revenues, largely due to the short float season. 

 

 
GRAPH 1:  FLOATER FEES COLLECTED IN 2015 
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Total “other fee” revenue collected in 2015 was $94,914.50.  Other fee revenues increased 
by $8,883.50 as compared to 2014 revenues due largely to an increase in the number of 
applicants.  

 

GRAPH 2:  OTHER FEES COLLECTED IN 2015 
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its annual weed spray float.  Resources for this float were instead directed at fall 
spraying via UTV.  SRHP’s contractor, West River Land Management, treated 
approximately 168 acres in the Smith River corridor. 

 

Administrative and Management Actions 
 
 Rangers continued education efforts relating to appropriate food storage and 

the new food storage rule.  Every float party received information about the 
newly adopted food storage rule during the pre-float orientation.  The new food 
storage rule is set to take effect in 2016. 

 USFS funded a river ranger position for the 7th consecutive year.  In 2015, The 
USFS Ranger assisted the State Park Rangers with the majority of river patrols 
and filled-in at Camp Baker as needed. 

 
 
SECTION 3 - VISITOR USE STATISTICS  

Private Float Trip Applications  

 

 
GRAPH 3:  NUMBER OF APPLICANTS PER YEAR 
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2015 FLOATER LOG COMMENT SUMMARY 
 
CAMPSITE QUESTIONS:  
  
Question: Overall, how satisfied were you with this boat camp?  

 

 
GRAPH 4: BOAT CAMP SATISFACTION 

 
 
Question: Did you feel crowded by other groups occupying adjacent or nearby boat  

                  camps? 

 

 
GRAPH 5:   PERCEPTION OF CROWDING BY ADJACENT BOAT CAMPS 
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FLOATING QUESTIONS:  
  
Question: How many other boats did you observe while floating the river today (excluding your 

group)?  

 

 
GRAPH 6:  FLOATER PERCEPTION OF NUMBER OF BOATS SEEN PER HOUR 

 
 

 

 
GRAPH 7:  FLOATER PERCEPTION OF NUMBER OF BOATS SEEN PER MILE 
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Question: How did you feel about the number of other boats observed on the water while floating 

the river today? 

 
NOTE:  Beginning in 2010, FWP implemented the new social indicator of encounters with other boats while on 
the river.  This indicator has become the basis for assessing floater satisfaction with the overall level of solitude.  
The corresponding standard, that defines the appropriate satisfaction level with solitude, has not yet been 
determined. 

 

 
GRAPH 8:  FLOATER PERCEPTION OF NUMBER OF BOATS SEEN PER DAY 

 
 

 

 
GRAPH 9:  FLOATER PERCEPTION OF NUMBER OF BOATS SEEN PER DAY – 
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GRAPH 10:  FLOATER PERCEPTION OF NUMBER OF BOATS SEEN PER DAY – OVERALL  

RESPONSE PER HOUR 
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GRAPH 11:  FLOATER PERCEPTION OF FEELING CROWDED AT CAMP BAKER PUT-IN 
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Question #4:  Did you feel crowded at the take-out?  Yes or No 
 

 
GRAPH 12:  FLOATER PERCEPTION OF FEELING CROWDED AT EDEN BRIDGE TAKE-OUT 

 
 
 
Question # 6:  Please rate your overall satisfaction with your Smith River trip. 

 

 
GRAPH 13:  FLOATER OVERALL SATISFACTION WITH SMITH RIVER TRIP 
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Boat Camp Overnight Use 
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Visitor Use Trends – Average Group Size 

 
 

 
GRAPH 14:  AVERAGE GROUP SIZE PER YEAR – PRIVATE GROUPS 

 
 

 
GRAPH 15:  AVERAGE GROUP SIZE PER YEAR – OUTFITTED GROUPS 
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GRAPH 16:  AVERAGE GROUP SIZE PER YEAR – ALL GROUPS COMBINED 

 
 
 
Visitor Use Trends – Number of Floaters Per Year 
 

 

 
GRAPH 17:  NUMBER OF FLOATERS PER YEAR 
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SECTION 4 – RIVER FLOW AND TEMPERATURE DATA  

River Flow  

 
The lowest measured stream flow for the 2015 season was 68 cfs (August 14), while the peak stream 
flow was 886 cfs (June 2).  High/Low flows represented as daily mean values.   

 

 
GRAPH 18:  HISTORICAL RIVER FLOW TRENDS 

 
 
 
 

GRAPH 19:  APRIL – JULY FLOW COMPARISON OF 2015 TO 1997 – 2014 
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River Temperature  

 

GRAPH 20:  APRIL – JULY TEMPERATURE COMPARISON OF 2015 TO 1997 – 2014 

 
 

 

 
Upper Sunset Cliff 

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

Te
m

p
 -

F

April - July

Temperature - Eagle Creek Gauge

1997 - 2014

2015


