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Students From The Montana State University Ecology Department Test a Pit Tag Reader At Black Butte
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SECTION 1 - EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  
 
The snowpack for the 2016 season was average, peaking at 102% of the median peak for the basin 
during the first week of April, and a couple of weeks earlier than normal.  The snowpack also began 
melting earlier than normal.  Precipitation in April was 87% of average while May brought very good 
precipitation at 132% of average.  Precipitation in June was poor at 46% of average and this 
accounted for the poor flows and floating conditions towards the end of June and into July.   Water 
temperatures started to elevate to over 70 degrees consistently towards the end of June and then 
abated in the first week of July.  Temperatures consistently breached 72 degrees in the third week of 
July prompting FWP to institute hoot owl fishing restrictions from July 25th through August 22nd . 
 
The number of applications for permits to float the river increased for the fifth year in a row.  There 
were 9,365 applications for permits in 2016, a 15.67% increase from 2015.  Despite below average 
numbers of floaters from early July on, the 2016 float season was the second busiest on record.  
There were 706 total floaters in April, a new record and 35% more than the previous record of 524 
floaters from the previous year.  May was also very busy with 1,671 total floaters, the second most 
recorded ever.  June broke its previous record with 2,519 total floaters, 7% more than the previous 
record set in 2013.  The number of floaters in June is very interesting given that flows were below 200 
CFS for 8 days during the month.  There were a total of 4,367 private floaters, 24% higher than the 
twenty year average of 3,524.  Private floaters accounted for 86% of all groups and 84% of all 
floaters.  Private parties averaged 7.22 floaters per group.  The eight commercial outfitters on the river 
had a significantly better season than the year before.  There were 47 floats in 2016, compared to 36 
in 2015 and the twenty-year average of 46.  Outfitted parties had 611 floaters in 2016, 9% higher than 
the twenty year average of 558 floaters.  The average outfitted group had 13 people.  Outfitted parties 
accounted for 7% of the total groups and 12% of the total floaters. 
 
The new food storage regulation approved by the Montana State Parks and Recreation board in 2015 
was enacted in the 2016 float season.  After two seasons of extensive education and communication 
with the float community about the new rule, implementation went well.  The vast majority of parties 
arrived at the Camp Baker put-in prepared to store their food, trash and attractants in an approved 
manner.  A few parties arrived unprepared and either rented an electric fence in White Sulphur 
Springs or purchased an electric fence from FWP at Camp Baker.  Other common errors floaters 
made were bringing approved lockable coolers without locks or bolts and bringing single-strand 
óagriculturalô electric fences.  Floaters without a means of affixing coolers shut were given bolts with a 
nut.  Those with single strand fences were provided with a copy of the prescription to build their fence 
in an approved way.  Bear activity during the season was low, with no reports of habituated bears and 
no subsequent management actions necessary by FWP.   
 
There were some changes made to the campsites along the river.  The Middle Fraunhofer camp was 
removed and replaced with a new camp named Meadow Bend.  Middle Fraunhofer was used very 
infrequently in the past due to a poor landing with a steep bank in fast-moving water and its proximity 
to the Lower Fraunhofer camp.  Meadow Bend camp is located on river left approximately one-quarter 
mile downstream from Lower Fraunhofer.  This camp is on the inside of a bend with a good landing.  
The area is mostly open grassland with lots of useable space.  Work completed to prepare the camp 
included digging a pit latrine and building privacy screening, installing boat tie-offs and a fire-ring.  A 
volunteer crew from Montana State University (MSU) assisted staff with weed control efforts prior to 
opening.  Meadow Bend is located on public land managed by FWP.   Another change involved 
relocating the core camping area at Middle Ridgetop.  The core camp and fire-ring were moved to the 
bench just above the river upstream of the landing.  The latrine was also moved off of the hillside and 
onto the flat below and a privacy screen was built.  This move was completed to create more privacy 
between the Lower and Middle camps and to reduce the gear haul from the landing to the camp.  The 
final change to camps involved the removal of the wood rail and wire fence that surrounded the Upper 
and Middle Table Rock Camps.  The fence had fallen into a state of disrepair and tended to congest 
the two camps when both were occupied.  The area without the fence will allow parties to spread out 
more and increase privacy.  Students from the Montana State University Outdoor Recreation Program 
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assisted in the fence removal.  
 

 
New Meadow Bend Boat Camp ï Looking Upstream 

 
The Smith River Habitat Project (SRHP) was able to complete a weed spray float this year after being 
unable to do so in 2015 due to low flows.  The spraying was done by West River Land Management 
and focused on lands between Camp Baker and Heaven On Earth Ranch.  West River also did 
extensive spraying throughout the corridor in the fall via UTV.  

 

 
 

Fall Weed Spraying 
 
Curlyleaf Pondweed, an aquatic invasive species (AIS), was discovered in late-June by FWP AIS 
specialists that were monitoring the river.  The majority of Curlyleaf Pondweed was found in the upper 
river and is thought to have originated from Newlan Creek Reservoir.  Curlyleaf Pondweed is 
classified as a Priority 2B noxious weed by the state of Montana.  This means the weed is abundant in 
Montana and widespread in many counties.  There is little that can be done to eliminate it.  The 
management priority will involve educating floaters to prevent spreading the weed to other waterways.  
FWP will continue to monitor the river and educate all float groups about AIS.  
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SECTION 2 - MANAGEMENT ACTIVITIES 

 
Staffing  

Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks R-4 and USFS employees involved with the 2016 Smith River State 
Park & River Corridor program included:  

¶ Colin Maas ï Smith River Manager 

¶ John Taillie ï Region 4 Parks Manager 

¶ John Metrione ï USFS Resource Specialist 

¶ Nate Kluz ï FWP Lead River Ranger 

¶ John Huberty ï FWP River Ranger 

¶ Cannon Colegrove ï FWP River Ranger 

¶ Don Mendenhal ï USFS River Ranger 

¶ Joshua Wagoner ï Region 4 Maintenance Supervisor 

¶ Karissa Goodrich ï Smith River Reservation Clerk 
 
Numerous other FWP employees from the R-4 and Helena Headquarters office, as well as individuals 
from the Helena - Lewis and Clark and National Forests, played a role in a team effort to make the 
Smith River State Park & River Corridor a success.   

 

 
The 2016 Crew! 
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Fee Revenue  
  
 
Total ñfloater feeò revenue collected in 2016 was $187,505.  Floater fees revenues increased by 
$32,440 as compared to 2015 revenues. 

 

 
 

GRAPH 1:  FLOATER FEES COLLECTED IN 2016 
 
Total ñother feeò revenue collected in 2016 was $110,993.  Other fee revenues increased by $16,079 
as compared to 2015 revenues.  
 

 

 
GRAPH 2:  OTHER FEES COLLECTED IN 2016 
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The following floater fees (year-round) were approved for the 2016 season by means of the Smith River 
State Park Biennial Rule:  
  

¶ Permit application fee (resident and non-resident, non-refundable) = $10.00  

¶ Montana Resident Floaters Age 13+, Outfitter Staff = $25.00  

¶ Non-Montana Resident Floaters Age 13+ = $60.00  

¶ Children Ages 6-12 (resident and non-resident) = $15.00  

¶ Landowner Non-Immediate Family = $7.50  

¶ Outfitted Client Floater = $100.00  

¶ Outfitted Launch Fee = $200.00 

¶ Outfitted Transfer Fee = $250.00  

 
 

Special Projects Completed  
  
The following special projects were accomplished in 2016: 
 
 Camp Baker  
 

ü There were no major projects at Camp Baker.  

 
Eden Bridge 
 
ü There were no major projects at Eden Bridge.       

 

 River Corridor 
 

ü River rangers dug 37 pit latrines.  343 pit latrines have been dug in the past 11 years.  
The eleven year average is 31 pit latrines dug per year. 

ü The Middle Fraunhofer boat camp was removed in May and replaced with a new camp, 
Meadow Bend, located on river left approximately one-quarter mile down river. Work 
completed to prepare Meadow Bend for public use included the installation of boat tie-
offs, a privacy screened latrine and extensive weed spraying in the camp and adjacent 
lands.  Meadow Bend offers a superior landing, increased useable space and 
increased privacy. 

ü The core camping area at Middle Ridgetop boat camp was moved to a flat bench 
upstream of the landing to promote increased privacy for both Middle and Lower 
Ridgetop and to reduce the distance to the core camp from the landing. 

ü The dilapidated wood rail and wire fence that enclosed Upper and Middle Table Rock 
boat camps was removed.  A few rails were left in place for floaters to hang gear to dry.   
These will be removed as they deteriorate.  This project was completed with the 
assistance of students from the Montana State University Outdoor Recreation 
Program. 

 
Administrative and Management Actions 
 
ü A new food storage regulation was implemented.  Compliance with the regulation was 

very good.  Floaters utilized a variety of IGBC approved bear resistant systems.  The 
most common situations where groups were not fully compliant involved no means to 
secure cooler lids and single-strand electric fences not meeting IGBC specifications.  
Floaters lacking the means to secure coolers were lent bolts with nuts and owners of 
single strand fences were provided a prescription to meet specifications.  Floaters 
greatly benefitted from commercial vendors throughout the state renting IGBC 
approved equipment such as portable electric fences and coolers.  As a last resort, 
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electric fences for sale were stocked at Camp Baker.  Eight fences were sold to parties 
who arrived at Camp Baker unprepared. 

ü The United States Forest Service (USFS) funded a river ranger position for the 7th 
consecutive year.  In 2016, the USFS ranger assisted with most of the river patrols and 
filled-in at camp baker as needed. 

ü Montana State University graduate student Mike Lance continued his fisheries 
research on the Smith River.  Mike is utilizing pit tagging technology to monitor fish 
movement within the Smith River drainage.  Mike and FWP have tagged thousands of 
Trout, Whitefish and Burbot and have installed tag readers at numerous locations 
including Sheep Creek, Rock Creek, Tenderfoot Creek, Black Butte and Truly Bridge. 

 
SECTION 3 - VISITOR USE STATISTICS  

Private Launch Applications  

 

GRAPH 3:  NUMBER OF APPLICANTS PER YEAR 
 
 
No-Shows 
A total of 83 permit holders were no-shows.  No-shows are restricted from applying in 2017.       

 
Cancellations  
A total of 539 permits were cancelled.  187 cancellations occurred during the peak season, 110 of 
which were after 6/29/2016 when the flow went below 150 CFS. The cancelled permits are made 
available to the public.      
 

First-Time Floaters:  Private Permits 

Of the 605 private group permit holders that floated the Smith River in 2016, 79 (13%) were first-time 
floaters.      

 
Floater Logs  
Of the 652 private and outfitted groups that floated, 312 (48%) returned a floater log. 
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2016 FLOATER LOG COMMENT SUMMARY 
 
CAMPSITE QUESTIONS:  
  
Question: Overall, how satisfied were you with this boat camp?  

 
GRAPH 4: BOAT CAMP SATISFACTION 

 
 
Question: Did you feel crowded by other groups occupying adjacent or nearby boat  

                  camps? 

 
GRAPH 5:   PERCEPTION OF CROWDING BY ADJACENT BOAT CAMPS 
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FLOATING QUESTIONS:  
  
Question: How many other boats did you observe while floating the river today (excluding your 

group)?  

 

 
 

GRAPH 6:  FLOATER PERCEPTION OF NUMBER OF BOATS SEEN PER HOUR 

 

 
 

GRAPH 7:  FLOATER PERCEPTION OF NUMBER OF BOATS SEEN PER MILE 
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Question: How did you feel about the number of other boats observed on the water while floating 

the river today?  
 
Beginning in 2010, FWP implemented the new social indicator of encounters with other boats while on 
the river.  This indicator has become the basis for assessing floater satisfaction with the overall level 
of solitude.  The corresponding standard, that defines the appropriate satisfaction level with solitude, 
has not yet been determined. 

 

 
 

GRAPH 8:  FLOATER PERCEPTION OF NUMBER OF BOATS SEEN PER DAY 

 
 

GRAPH 9:  FLOATER PERCEPTION OF NUMBER OF BOATS SEEN PER DAY ï 
OVERALL PERCENT OF RESPONSE 
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GRAPH 10:  FLOATER PERCEPTION OF NUMBER OF BOATS SEEN PER DAY ï OVERALL  

RESPONSE PER HOUR 
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Question #3:  Did you feel crowded at the put-in?  Yes or No 

 

 
GRAPH 11:  FLOATER PERCEPTION OF FEELING CROWDED AT CAMP BAKER PUT-IN 

 
Question #4:  Did you feel crowded at the take-out?  Yes or No 

 
GRAPH 12:  FLOATER PERCEPTION OF FEELING CROWDED AT EDEN BRIDGE TAKE-OUT 
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Question # 6:  Please rate your overall satisfaction with your Smith River trip. 

 

 
 

GRAPH 13:  FLOATER OVERALL SATISFACTION WITH SMITH RIVER TRIP 
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Boat Camp Overnight Use 

BOAT CAMP RIVER MILE LAND OWNERSHIP

NUMBER OF GROUPS 

STAYED AT EACH 

BOATCAMP

UPPER SPRING CREEK 4.4 FWP 10 0.43%

LOWER SPRING CREEK 4.4 FWP 0 0.00%

IN LIEU 5.6 FWP 0 0.00%

UPPER INDIAN SPRINGS 6 HLNF 6 0.26%

MIDDLE INDIAN SPRINGS 6 HLNF 46 1.97%

LOWER INDIAN SPRINGS 6 HLNF 47 2.02%

UPPER ROCK GARDEN 6.8 HLNF 56 2.40%

LOWER ROCK GARDEN 6.8 HLNF 26 1.12%

ROCK CREEK 8.9 HLNF 97 4.16%

UPPER SCOTTY ALLEN 12 HLNF 62 2.66%

MIDDLE SCOTTY ALLEN 12 HLNF 34 1.46%

LOWER SCOTTY ALLEN 12 HLNF 80 3.43%

SYRINGA 15.2 DNRC 80 3.43%

CANYON DEPTH 16.9 LCNF 86 3.69%

TWO CREEK 17.8 LCNF 27 1.16%

SHEEPWAGON 18.4 LCNF 71 3.05%

UPPER COW COULEE 22.8 LCNF 66 2.83%

MIDDLE COW COULEE 22.8 LCNF 48 2.06%

LOWER COW COULEE 22.8 LCNF 15 0.64%

UPPER SUNSET CLIFF 23.6 LCNF 67 2.87%

MIDDLE SUNSET CLIFF 23.6 LCNF 70 3.00%

LOWER SUNSET CLIFF 23.6 LCNF 80 3.43%

COUNTY LINE 25.5 LCNF 16 0.69%

UPPER BEAR GULCH 29 LCNF 17 0.73%

LOWER BEAR GULCH 29 LCNF 37 1.59%

UPPER TROUT CREEK 30.3 FWP 37 1.59%

MIDDLE TROUT CREEK 30.3 FWP 15 0.64%

LOWER TROUT CREEK 30.3 FWP 48 2.06%

CROWSFOOT 32 FWP 59 2.53%

UPPER TABLE ROCK 33.5 LCNF 41 1.76%

MIDDLE TABLE ROCK 33.5 LCNF 27 1.16%

LOWER TABLE ROCK 33.5 LCNF 20 0.86%

UPPER FRAUNHOFER 35.4 LCNF 87 3.73%

LOWER FRAUNHOFER 35.4 LCNF 56 2.40%

MEADOW BEND 35.6 FWP 8 0.34%

UPPER PARKER FLAT 37.5 LCNF 71 3.05%

PARKER FLAT #1 37.9 FWP 34 1.46%

PARKER FLAT #2 37.9 FWP 8 0.34%

PARKER FLAT #3 37.9 FWP 40 1.72%

DEEP CREEK 38.7 PRIVATE 7 0.30%

PARADISE BEND 39.5 FWP 50 2.15%

STAIGMILLER 44 PRIVATE 44 1.89%

MERGANSER BEND 44.5 FWP 23 0.99%

UPPER BLACK BUTTE 44.8 FWP 32 1.37%

LOWER BLACK BUTTE 44.8 FWP 19 0.82%

UPPER RIDGETOP 45 PRIVATE 77 3.30%

MIDDLE RIDGETOP 45 PRIVATE 54 2.32%

LOWER RIDGETOP 45 PRIVATE 78 3.35%

UPPER GIVENS GULCH 47.2 PRIVATE 18 0.77%

LOWER GIVENS GULCH 47.2 PRIVATE 91 3.90%

UPPER RATTLESNAKE 47.4 PRIVATE 76 3.26%

LOWER RATTLESNAKE 47.4 PRIVATE 67 2.87%

TOTALS 2331 100.00%

# OF SITES SITES OWNED BY % OF TOTAL SITES

15 FWP 29%

1 DNRC 2%

9 PRIVATE 17%

27 USFS 52%

52 100%

% OF OVERALL USE

BOATCAMP LAND DISTRIBUTION
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