Compliance with the Montana Environmental Policy Act

Federal and state agencies are required to coordinate with each other and each may ‘tier to’ or adopt by reference the other’s environmental review.  The federal and state agencies also may cooperate in the preparation of a single environmental review that is legally sufficient and valid for both NEPA and MEPA. 
The project under consideration for a grant from the Montana Recreational Trails Program will be completed on property owned and managed by the Name of Agency (United States Forest Service, BLM, etc.).  The project is an activity that fits the type of actions described in FSH 1909.15 – NEPA Handbook (323.12(4):  ‘Repair and maintenance of roads, trails, and landline boundaries,’ and is categorically excluded from further environmental analysis under the National Environmental Policy Act [refer to 36 CFR 220.6(d)(4)].


We hereby adopt this Federal NEPA environmental analysis by reference to comply with the Montana Environmental Policy Act.  The Project Sponsor has received permission from the federal land-managing agency to conduct the project described in this grant application.    
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(4)  Repair and maintenance of roads, trails, and landline boundaries. Examples include but are not limited to:


(i)  Authorizing a user to grade, resurface, and clean the culverts of an established NFS road;


(ii)  Grading a road and clearing the roadside of brush without the use of herbicides;


(iii)  Resurfacing a road to its original condition;


(iv)  Pruning vegetation and cleaning culverts along a trail and grooming the surface of the trail; and


(v)  Surveying, painting, and posting landline boundaries.











