MEPA/NEPA Categorical Exclusion Tiering Letter
Many state projects and permits are funded from federal sources or fall under joint state and federal jurisdiction.  These actions typically require an environmental review for compliance with NEPA and MEPA. Examples include construction of trails and state permitting of trail projects on federal land.  

Although NEPA and MEPA are virtually identical in their mandates, the implementation of each Act is a separate and distinct federal and state function.  Federal and state agencies are required to coordinate with each other and each may TIER to or adopt by reference the other’s environmental review.  The federal and state agencies also may cooperate in the preparation of a single environmental review that is legally sufficient for both NEPA and MEPA. 

Documentation of compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and other Federal environmental laws, regulations, and Executive Orders must be provided as part of an authorized project under the Recreational Trails Program (RTP).  Most RTP projects will qualify as Categorical Exclusions (CE) under NEPA (23 CFR 771.117).  However, each project must be reviewed to assure that it does not have a significant impact on the environment.  

By signing this letter, we are stating that ___________________________ is exempt from completing an environmental analysis for said project _________________________________.  To comply with all MEPA/NEPA laws, we are submitting _______________________________ (i.e. NEPA or Categorical Exclusion) in order to meet all environmental analysis requirements. 

Signature:




Date: 

__________________________________   
__________________________

Printed Name: 

___________________________________

Representing (agency, landowner, organization)

___________________________________

